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Cleaning Kitchen Cabinets Do’s and Don’ts

Congratulations on your beautiful new cabinetry. Follow these easy cleaning do’s and don’ts
to keep your cabinets looking their best for years to come.

What you need:

e Cleaning solution

e Spray bottle

e Microfibre cloths

e Soft Bristle toothbrush for tight spots

DO use gentle cleaners. TLD recommends the following cleaning solutions. Do not use
abrasive cleaners, cloths or sponges that may scratch the finish.

e One part mild dishwashing soap and two parts hot water, OR
e One part distilled white vinegar and two parts hot water

Hot water is important, it will help soften grime and grease allowing you to wipe it away
easily. Pour your solution into a spray bottle and it’s ready to go.

DO test your solution in an inconspicuous spot. Test clean a small area before doing all
the cabinetry.

DON'T soak your cabinets. Spray your solution on a microfibre cloth until it is damp, but
not dripping. Squeeze out any excess solution. Wipe each cabinet from top to bottom, for
wood cabinets wipe in the direction of the wood grain. Don’t forget to wipe handles, knobs
and the inside of the doors.

DO use a toothbrush on tight spots. Your cabinets may have deep grooves or trim that is
difficult to clean with a cloth. Use a soft bristle toothbrush dipped in your cleaning solution to
reach these spots.

DON'T get the hinges wet. The hinges are not designed to have water or cleaning solution
in them, you do not want them rusting. Use a dry microfibre cloth to wipe away dust and
grime from the hinges. For particularly greasy spots on the hinges, put a drop or two of
cleaning solution on your cloth and wipe away the grease, then wipe the metal dry.

DO a final rinse. After cleaning your cabinets, go over them one last time. Use a clean
cloth, lightly dampen with warm water only. Wipe down the cabinets from top to bottom
removing any leftover cleaner and grime.

DO dry the cabinets. Use a soft cloth to dry all damp surfaces. Allowing the cabinets to air
dry can damage the finish of the cabinets.




DO clean up spills right away. Wipe away fingerprints, spills and stains as soon as you
notice them.

What about the extra tough spots that remain even after following all the other cleaning
steps? DO use baking soda. In a small bowl mix one part baking soda with two parts
water. Using a clean, dry cloth, dab the paste on those dirty spots. Gently rub until the
grunge is gone. Use a water-dampened cloth to clean away the baking soda mixture and
grime, then dry with your dry cloth. Baking soda paste can scratch the finish, be sure
to rub gently.

DO periodic deep cleaning. At least twice a year do a deep clean of your cabinetry.
Remove everything from your cabinets. Wipe all shelves, inside of drawers, cabinet interiors
and the outer surfaces using the same cleaners you use for your routine cleaning. This is a
great time to take a look at what you have in the cabinets and get rid of anything you no
longer need that’s been hiding at the back. Dry the cabinets before returning your items.

DO use the right cleaner for the job. Some cleaners are better than others for certain
stains, here a few tips to know which cleaner you want for your stain.

e Fingerprints - use the dishwashing soap solution

e Water Stains - use distilled water instead of tap water in your solution

e Spills & Drips - use the dishwashing soap solution

e Food Splatters - use baking soda paste

¢ General Cleaning - use dishwashing soap or vinegar solutions, don’t rub too hard

DO sit back and take pride in your efforts. You've worked hard to maintain the beauty of
your cabinets, take a minute to enjoy your freshened up space.

We know that Mr. Clean Magic Eraser is essentially magic, however TLD does not
recommend using it on our cabinets as it tends to leave shiny spots. Instead we recommend
repeating the cleaning methods outlined above as often necessary to get rid of unwanted
stains, dirt and grime.

TLD also does not recommend the use of cleaners with carnauba wax on wood cabinetry.
Carnauba wax can add blotches to the wood finish. Using a wood furniture wax twice a year
can extend the life of wood cabinets. Spray the wax on a clean rag and wipe over all
surfaces until the finish is smooth. This only applies to wood cabinets and is not intended for
MDF or Melamine surfaces.

For glass shelves and inserts, spray a clean cloth with your vinegar solution or with
commercial glass cleaner, do not use a dish soap solution. Wipe both sides of the glass
thoroughly. Do not use abrasive cleaners. Wipe the glass dry after cleaning.




